[Refugee/immigrant children with cerebral palsy in the Swedish health care organization].
Cerebral palsy (CP) is present in about 200 children per birth-year cohort in Sweden. From 2001 to 2016, the annual number of immigrants to Sweden with CP enrolled at the (re)habilitation services increased from less than ten to 40-90 individuals per year; about 70 % came to Sweden as refugees. At a group level, children with CP born abroad had greater functional impairment than children born in Sweden, based on information in the Swedish national surveillance program and health care quality register for CP (CPUP). There was a significantly higher prevalence of CP, a greater proportion of children with bilateral spastic CP, and a lower proportion with unilateral spastic CP among the immigrants. The proportion of children in each gross motor function level treated with orthoses, standing frames, spinal brace or botulinum toxin was the same regardless of whether the child was born in Sweden or abroad. In summary, the (re)habilitation services and orthopedics have managed to provide a relatively large group of immigrants/refugees with CP with equal treatment compared to children born in Sweden.